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RITSUKA UENOYAMA MAFUYU SATO 


( GUITAR ) ( GUITAR & VOCALS ) 
Guitarist with skills far High school classmate of 
beyond those of an average Uenoyama’s. Has an impressive 
high school student. Caring singing voice. Attached to 
and compassionate. Uenoyama ever since he fixed 
In a new relationship Mafuyu's broken guitar. 
with Mafuyu. 


The band, now going by the name Given, enters a competition to take 
part in an upcoming a music festival. Haruki continues to nurse his 
secret crush on Akihiko, who's still entangled with his roommate and 
ex-boyfriend, professional violinist Ugetsu Murata. Driven into a corner 
by that dead-end relationship, Akihiko shows up at Haruki's place out 
of desperation. Haruki can't just stand by while Akihiro is suffering, but 
his heart breaks when even his offer to help is rejected. However, he still 
lets Akihiro move in with him, since the volatile drummer is effectively 


homeless after leaving the house he had shared with Ugetsu. 


UGETSU MURATA 


Violin prodigy. Akihiko’s 
ex-boyfriend. Even though he 
and Akihiko broke up, they still 
have an intense—and sometimes 


sexual—relationship. 


AKIHIKO KAJI 
( DRUMMER ) 
University student. 

His focus as a music major 
is the violin, but he’s also good 
at playing guitar and bass. 
Has known Ugetsu since 


their high school days. 


HARUKI NAKAYAMA 
( BASSIST ) 
Graduate student at the same 
university as Akihiko. The leader 
of the band, as well as its manager 
and peacemaker. Had his heart 
broken by Akihiko, but still lets 


him stay in his apartment. 


When Ritsuka Uenoyama hears Mafuyu Sato sing for the first time, he’s blown away by the other boy’s raw 


talent and immediately asks Mafuyu to join his band. Uenoyama’s bandmates Akihiko Kaji and Haruki 


Nakayama agree, and the three of them set a goal of coming up with a new song to perform at an upcoming 


concert. It falls to Mafuyu to write the lyrics, a task the quiet student finds impossible. Mafuyu lost his first 


love to suicide, which he partially blames himself for, a trauma that has left him reluctant to put his feelings 


into words. 


However, during the concert, Mafuyu’s pent-up emotions burst out of him and pour into the song. His 


spontaneous, powerful performance turns the show into an overwhelming success. Shocked into awareness, 


Uenoyama realizes he has feelings for Mafuyu and kisses him backstage. Before long, the two of them become 


a couple. 
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I HADN'T 
HEARD 
FROM You 
SINCE THAT 
NIGHT уби 
STAYED AT 
MY PLACE, 
50... 


WH...2 


THAT... 


УАССНАМ?! 


OH, 
THANKS. 


HERE. 
GREEN 
PEPPERS 
FROM BACK 
HOME. 


yo! 


у ۷ 


las № | | 
Us \ | 5 
га 1 VT аннш У. У Ge 
т WITH YOU 


/, 


NOWZI! 
(73 23 
e |) SERI- | 
ери BE 
Alla ou 
| LET HIM а 
۶ eem, MOVE Lei 
IN?! d 
WHOA! ke 
HOLY | 
up! 
you | 
= | шин 
BARGE 
IN! SEE! 


HOLY CRAP, 
IT's TRUE! 
THIS ISN'T A 
LN LIVING ROOM 
ANYMORE, 
IT'S КА215 


YOU NUTS? 
WHAT THE 
HELLRE YOU 
THINKING?! 


I KNOW, 
ALL RIGHT?! 


YACCHAN, 
LET'S JUST 


ME, 
YATAKE!! 


= ~ 4 


THE 
THING 
(8... 


--ГМЕ 
ALWAYS 
HAD A 
HUNCH... 


---THAT 
навик! єв 
ВЕЕМ 
CARRYING 
A TORCH 
FOR KATI. 


-..ALL HE 
SAID WAS, 
"I KINDA 
HAD A 
LITTLE 
FIGHT WITH 
AKIHIKO.” 


HE JUST 
HAD HIS 

‚ HEART 
а: BROKEN. 


---BLIT IT SEEMED PRETTY CLEAR 
THAT SOMETHING MAJOR HAD 
HAPPENED BETWEEN THEM. 


SOMETHING LIKE YEARS AND 
YEARS OF PENT-UP FEELINGS 
BEING CRUSHED INA SINGLE NIGHT. 


I TOOK 
ONE 
LOOK AT 
HIS RED- 
RIMMED 
EYES 
AND 


THOUGHT... 


BETTER 


| FOR YOL! 


WHY'RE 
you 
BEING SO 
FAITHFUL 
TO A GUY 
WHO ISN'T 
FAITHFUL 
AT ALL?! 


DIDN'T 
I DIDN'T MEAN 
REALIZE TO SAY 

YOU HATED THAT... 
AKIHIKO 

THAT MUCH, 

YACCHAN... 


۷ 50 THEN 
S WHY 
18 HE 
KEEPING - 
мл > 
Bw- AROUND 
> LIKEA Ч 
رم‎ РЕТ?! 
SORRY У 
FOR THE 


RADIO 
SILENCE. 


BUT 
THEV SAID 
I'D BE 
WELCOME 
ANY TIME, 


BUT 
JOINING 
ANOTHER 


E 
COULDN'T 
BRING š 

16 TELL RUNNING f NOT TEAT 

TO TI UNNI I 
UECCHI AND AWAY sp 
MAFUYU FROM MY > 
ABOUT THE PROBLEMS, 


IT'S JUST 
OFFER. so. 


LIKE A LOT 
OF THINGS 
WEREN'T 
GOING 
RIGHT FOR 
ME. 


IT 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
FAIR TO THE 
KIDS TO DITCH 
THEM WITHOUT 
TALKING 
ABOUT IT, 
SO THAT'S 


МУ EX IF WE 
COULD... 


LIKE YOU'VE 
KIND OF... 
GOTTEN OVER 
WHATEVER 
IT WAS? 


WELL, 
AS LONG AS 
YOU'RE DOING 


YOU'RE ALL RIGHT, 
TOO COOL, THAT'S GOOD 
УАССНАМ. ENOUGH 

FOR ME. 


YOU'RE 

REALLY 
MILKING 
THAT. 


Ar ИМ 
47 , E м 
‚ A. Z 


LISTENING 
TO MY 
SOUND; 
WHICH IS 
A HUGE 
HELP 


DRUMS 
ARE 
А LOT 
TIGHTER 
NOW TOO. 


16 


EVERY TIME 
WE TAKE 
A BREAK, 


DID 
YOU JUST 
"тен!" ME?! 


BLIT Se “Энэ 


WHEN IT YOU'RE 
COMES LATE 
TO MUSIC, ON THE 
HE'S AS FIRST 
MUCH OF BAR. 

A TYRANT 
AS EVER. 


THAT 
— 


TRACK TO 
РКЕРАКЕ 


AND SPEND 
THE REST 
OF OUR 
FREE TIME 
WORKING TO 
GET MONEY 
TO FAY FOR 
THE STUDIO. 


AND NOW 
IT'S 
ALREADY 
THE 
END OF 
AUGUST. 


1 
CAN'T... 


WITH ANY 
LYRICS. 


WHEN WE 
DID THAT FIRST 
LIVE SHOW, 

I DIDN'T HAVE 
ANY LYRICS 
READY 
BEFOREHAND 
EITHER. I JUST - ISN'T 
SANG ON UNTIL 
THE FLY... 


YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
PRESSURE 
YOURSELF 


CAREFUL 

WITH THAT 
FINGER 
YOU'RE 

POINTING AT 


I'D BEA 
NERVOUS 
WRECK. 


HIRAGI, 


нано 
HONESTLY, 4 YOU THINK 
IT'S ALL ABOUT SONG 
ABOLT 
THE 
FEELING. 


THE 
FEELING 
2 


YEAH, WHAT 
KIND OF SONG 
I WANT TO 
WRITE, WHAT 
KIND OF 
FEELING ГМ 
TRYING TO 
CONVEY. 


YOU'VE 
SEEN 
HIM 
BE- 
FORE. 


HIRAGI 


THANKS 
FOR 
MAKING ME 
PUT ON A 
УЦКАТА. 


LOOKS 
LIKE HE'S 
GOT AN 
ATTITUDE. 


DON'T 
WORRY, 
NO ONE'S 
ATTITUDE 
IS BIGGER 
THAN 
yours, Д 
HIRAGI. , 


SHIZU'S 
LATE... 


WHAT 
DO You 
THINK 
OF MY 
OUTFIT? 


I DIDN'T 
EXPECT 


TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM YOUR 


УИКАТА 


ІТФА 
1 FEEL NICE CHANGE, 
LIKE ALL T'VE e MEETING 
BEEN DOING au OUTSIDE OF 
LATELY IS JUST EV THE STUDIO 
WORKING AND AND SCHOOL 
REHEARSING. f LIKE THIS. 


TO TALK... 


TALKED. 
WE HAD 
A FIGHT, 
REMEM- 


FEW WEEKS 
AGO... 


-- THERE 


WAS MAD 


FRICTION 


GOING ON 


BETWEEN HIM 


AND KAJI. 


I THINK 
SOMETHING 
MIGHT'VE 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN 


ARE YOu 
SERIOUS? 


SPEAKING 
OF 
FIGHTS... 


NOTHING, 
JUST... 


HOW 
COULD 
YOU WATCH 
THEM 
AND NOT 
REALIZE 
2.222 


Realize 


FINALLY 
GAVE UP 
ON KATI. 


WHAT?!! 


IT'S FAR OFF, 
BUT YOU CAN 
STILL SEE IT 
WELL FROM 
HERE. 


THE 
FIREWORKS 
SHOW IS 
| TONIGHT! 


I DIDN'T 
EVEN KNOW 
THERE WAS 
AN ANNUAL 
FIREWORKS 
SHOW 
FOR THIS 
HOLIDAY. 


BEEN KINDA 
SURPRISING 
TO LEARN 
HOW MUCH 
I DIDN'T 
KNOW... 


COULDN'T VIEW. 
SEE THE 
FIREWORKS 


FROM THE 
HOUSE? 


HALF THE 
SPACE |S 
UNDER- 
GROUND 


---AND 
IT'S 
SOUND- 
PROOFED. 


FIREWORKS 
WITH HIM? 


600 

nn Ең ۳ 
= Їйл Шш 70 

可 

L 1 ШЕП 

ја 153 

Lår 

10 59 


FE. 
ШИШ 


-..THINSS 
ARE JUST 
ABOUT 
OVER 
BETWEEN 
US NOW. 


28 


TM 


IT'$ NOT 
LIKE WE 
WERE EVER 
REALLV 
TOGETHER. 


22231 


I MEAN, 
I WAS 
ONLY HIS 
“FRIEND 
WITH 
BENEFITS” 

ANYWAY. 
OR HIS 
KEPT 
MAN. 


HE 
DUMPED 
ME A WHILE 
AGO, BUT I 
JUST KEPT 
HANGING 
AROUND. 


I WAS 
TRYING TO 
HOLD ON 

TO HIM, EVEN 
THOUGH IT 
WAS POINT- 

LESS... 


AKIHIKO 
AND I 
WERE 

EQUALS. 


YOU'RE 
WEL- 
COME. 


given 


N 


t, 
Klang k 
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MUSTA 
FELL 
ASLEEP 


you 


Е WORKED 
ж. A LATE 
ЈА Е SHIFT 
У -= „| LAST NIGHT, 
= DIDN'T 


YOU? 


BESIDES, 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO GET 
HUNG UP 
ON THE IDEA 
OF COOKING 


Л 
= 

£ кат 
i: 


IFI 
LEAVE IT 
TO YOU ALL 
THE TIME, 
EVERYTHING 
WE EAT WILL 
TASTE THE 
SAME. 


SINGING FROM 
WHEREVER 
IT'S EASY 
FOR YOU TO 
COME IN 
AFTER THE 


REAL 


WE STILL 
NEED 
LYRICS, 


THOUGH. 


SUMMER 
VACATION 


STUFF YOU 
WERE 
SINGING. 


ARE YOU 
TESTING 
THEM 
OUT OR 
SOME- 
THING? 


= 
FINISHED 
OR 
ALMOST 
FINISHED 


I'M NOT 
GONNA PRETEND 
TO UNDERSTAND 

YOUR LYRIC- 
ANXIETY ISSUES, 
BUT... 


HE MEANS 
THE PHRASES 
You 
SOMETIMES 
SLIP IN 
BETWEEN 
THE "LA 
LA LAGS." 


ALL RIGHT; 
WE'RE 
ABOUT OUT 


---WE HIGH 

SCHOOL ALMOST 
STUDENTS 
ARE GOING 
HOME. 


THIS IS 
UNUSUAL 
FOR VOL. 


WELL... LIKE PLAYIN’ 


I DUNNO, 
I'M KINDA es 
HAVING STICK 
AROLIND 
AND JAM 


WITH ME? 


you SURE 
SOMETHING 


CAN'T 
BELIEVE 


---/MAFUYLU'S 
GONNA 
SPEND 

THE NIGHT 
AT MY 
HOLSE. 


© SECOND TERM! SINCE OUR 
ары STUDIO TIME 
SCHOOL ENDED LATE 
re TONIGHT 
1 EASIER AND OUR 
IT'S А 7 4 FOR Him BONE 
TO LEAVE 
COMPLETELY Е CEREMONY 
INNOCENT STARTS EARLY 
: TOMORROW 
MORNING... 


ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES 
(PROBABLY). 


We transistag 
еўра: 


YEAH. 
HIS PLACE 
IS PRETTY 
FAR AWAY 
AND SINCE 
PRACTICE 

WENT 


ИНЕВЕ ВЕ 
MOM AND 


---YOU 
TAKE 
THE 
FUTON. 
THAT'LL 
WORK 
FINE. 


THIS 
KINDA 
FEELS 
LIKE...A 
SUDDEN 
NEXT 
STEP... 


Г/М SURE 
WE'LL 
CRASH OUT 
QUICK 
ANYWAY. 


WHAT WAS 
I THINKING, 
IMPULISVELY 

INVITING 

Him OVER 

LIKE THAT? 


ITS 
NOT LIKE 
I HAVEN'T 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
ANY OF 
THIS. 


---WHAT 
EXACTLY 
DO I WANT 
FROM THIS 
RELATION- 
SHIP? 
WHAT AM I 
EXPECTING 
FROM HIM? 


THE 
FEELINGS 
ARE SO 
STRONG 


I GUESS 
THE REAL 
QUESTION 
/8, WHAT AM 
I DOING? 
AND WHAT РО I 
ALSO ACTUALLY 
28 THINK ABOUT 
HAVING A 
BOYFRIEND 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE? 


SOMETIMES 
I GET HIT 
WITH THESE 
SUPPEN 
IMPULSES 
AND А 
CRAZY 
SENSE OF 
FRUSTRATION. 


IS IT МУ 
FAULT... 


BLIT NO 
MATTER 
HOW 
MANY 
TIMES IT 
HAPPENS 


AGAIN... 


HE CUTS 
STRAIGHT | 
TO THE 
HEART 
OF THE 
MATTER. 


LIKE HE'S 
ABOUT 
ТО CRY 


WHAT 
AM І 
DOING? 
I WANNA 
BE THE 
ONE 
HE CAN 
RELY 
ОМ... 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
THAT 
MUCH... 


ABOUT 
WHAT 
WENT 

ON 
THEN. 


HEY, 
LISTEN— 


THAT 
WAS A 
WEIRD 

THING... 


BUT WHEN 
YOU'RE 
WITH ME, 

I DON'T 
WANT you 
TO FEEL LIKE 
YOU HAVE SIT 
THERE AND 
SUFFER ON 
YOUR OWN. 


HOW 
CAN I 
EXPLAIN 
THESE 
FEELINGS? 


YOU'RE 
| JOKING, 
4 RIGHT? 


MAD? 


IT WAS 
CHILLING 
OUT 
ON THE 
GRASS. 


WHAT'RE 
you, A 
GRADE 

SCHOOLER 
? 


УУНАТ 
YEAH... Boy 
I GUESS DOESN'T ж 
I USED LIKE 
TO CATCH BUGS? 
THEM A LOT 
WHEN Т Ë 
WAS A KID. e == 


LIKE ee алж aS 
JUMBO 
DRAGON- |5 == a 
FLIES... Кз NE SCH ری‎ 
> A 4 
TuT | 


ТЕТІ ee 
27 ШТІ ۳ 


THESE 
YEARS, 


1 
BELIEVED 
IT... 


FIRST 
| TRAIN? 


meer 

BECAUSE 
OF ALL 

YOUR PIT 
STOPS! 


У REALLY? 
1 


IM 
IMPRESSED 


LATELY 
I'VE 
FOLINP 
THAT... 
fille 
Ee EE دم‎ breng) 
а 


г MAKING 
MUSIC... 


--WITH 
HARUKI... 


---THAT 
SIMPLE 
TRUTH (2 
CHANGING 
SOMETHING 
DEEP 
INSIDE ME- 


---15 EVEN 
MORE FUN 
THANI 
THOUGHT 
IT WOULD 
BE. 
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Ч 
| 
| | 
å : And now, | 
u today's 
| Weather. | 
| 8 
| а | 
fine || ПО x | 
і day ( mg 
Да O | | 
~ | 
7 - | 
й | ma 5 1 
=> — 
N Annen 
== 
= шшшш | : 
D 1 | 
: SC 
227) 


SCHOOL 
STARTED 


SEPTEMBER, 
AND WE'RE 
MOVING INTO 
THE FALL 
SEASON. 


ANOTHER 
THING 
THAT'S 
CHANGER.. 


--12 THAT 
LATELY 
AKIHIKO 
HAS SEEMED 
KIND OF 
QUIET AND 
DISTANT. 
AND I DON'T 
KNOW WHX 
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given 


WEATHER'S 
FINALLY 
COOLING 

OFF. 


YOU'VE 


GOT THAT 
FESTIVAL 
CONTEST 
THING 
COMING 
ГИА 
RIGHT? 
ur 
2 yur 
Fr 
IS IT "я 
LIKE A | 
SPORTS سا‎ 9 
TOURNA- 
MENT? 2 
YOU'RE 
COM- 
PETING 
AGAINST 
OTHER 
BANDS 
2 
PRETTY 
MUCH, 
YEAH. 


HUH, 
SO IT 
REALLY 
IS LIKE 
BEING ON 


PRACTICE 
IN THE 
SUMMER 
HEAT'S A 


THE OTHER 
WEEK TWO 
FIRST-YEARS 
ON THE 
SOCCER 


THE WAY 
OUR 5 
CONSTRUCTED 


IT'S ALOT 
COOLER 
THAN THE 


DOES YOUR 
BAND 
PRACTICE 
EVERY DAY, 
LIKE A 
SPORTS 
TEAM? 


PRACTICALLY 
EVERY DAY. 


THE 
THIRD 
ROUND OF 
TUDGING 


FOR 
COUNT- 
DOWN 
FEST... 


ТЕ WE 
DON?T FINISH 
WORKING 
ON THE NEW 
ONE IN TIME, 
WE CAN 60 
WITH THE 
SONG FROM 
OUR LAST 


---IF WE 
CAN PULL 


Кос, 
CAUSE 
|] I’M GUESSIN? 
22 THAT AT LEAST 
=== | SOME OF THE 
У | Й JUDGES WILL 
il PT | | | HAVE ALREADY 
7-1 212010 5ЕЕМ 05 
{с=з PLAVING THE 
| OLDER SONG 
| ONLINE. 2 
BUT Ж. 
THAT'S А БА|2/ 
GOOD THING, ۷ кшш 
YEAH? A 
THEY?LL 
HEAR US = 
AND 60, 
“ОН YEAH, 
IT?S THAT 
BAND.” | 


ss TLL 
HAVE A 
HELLUVA 
LOT LESS 
IMPACT. 


RANGE OF 
MAFUYU?S 
POTENTIAL. 


THAT 
SOUNDED 
50 COOL! 


WITHOUT 


Ё 
си 
IN 


== MAFUYU 
MENTIONED 
BEFORE THAT 
HE WANTED 
TO WRITE 
"A DIFFERENT 


KIND OF SONG” 
THIS TIME- 


BLIT IT 


MAKES ME 
WONDER 
IF HE'S GOT 
WRITER'S 
BLOCK 
AND IT'S 
WEARING 
HIM OUT. 


MAKING A 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
SONG... 


---PROBABLY 
NEEDS A 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
APPROACH, 
RIGHT? 


AI 


LATELY 
НЕ Є 
ВЕЕМ 
SLEEPING 
DURING 
LUNCH 
| BREAK... 


---GOING 
HOME 
EVERY 
NIGHT AND 
RACKING 
YOUR BRAINS 


Я DI 
тө XA 


~ Wees 


IT FEELS 
LIKE I'M 
MISSING AN 
IMPORTANT 
PIECE 
OF THE 
PUZZLE... 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE I'VE 
BEEN 
COMING UP 
TOTALLY 


THEN WHY 
DON'T YOu 
GO LOOK 
FOR IT? 


USES HIS OWN 
EMOTIONS AS 


BUT YOu 
ALSO DRAW 
ON THE 
INFLUENCES 


AN 
EXPERIENCES 
OF THOSE 
AROUND YOu. 
$O IF YOU FEEL 

LIKE YOU'RE 
MISSING 

SOMETHING 

IMPORTANT 


---УУНУ 
DON'T 


318۳7 AN 
ANN 


FOR IT? 14 


Se 


222 
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REALLY? 


? 


SEEN YOu 
PRACTICE 


SINCE 
YOU'VE 
BEEN 
HERE... 


DO HAVE 
ASSIGNED 
MUSIC TO 
COMPLETE. 


TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 


PEOPLE 
WHO ARE 
REALLY 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT IT. 


NOT 
COMPARED 
TO THE 
HARD-CORE 
STUDENTS 


IF I DON'T 
PRACTICE 


MY DEAL IS 
“MASTER THE 
MINIMUM 
REQUIRE- 


HE WAS 
IN THE NEWS 
RECENTLY 
FOR WINNING 
SOME BIG 
COMPETITION 
OVERSEAS. 


UGETSU 
MURATA. 


You 
STARTLED 
ME. 


LOCKED, 
AND... 


I 
THOUGHT 


WHAT'S 
up? 
YOU'RE 
LOOKIN’ 


SERIOUS. 


IT'S 
COMING 
UP 
FAST, 
HUH2 


T MADE 
SOME 
FRIED 

CHICKEN. 


FOR THE 
PERFOR- 


THE DAY 


OF THE 
COUNTDOWN 
FEST 


THE DATE 
OF THE LIVE 
PERFOR- 
MANCE 
/ LOOMED 
d BEFORE LIS. 


STARTED 
AND 
THERE 
WAS NO 
GOING 
BACK. 
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AKIHIKO. 


AKIHIKO! 


WERE 
INVITED TO 

SEE THE 
FIRST DAY 

OF THE 
CONTEST. |. 


YOUR 
IS BEING 
FORWARVED 


ANSWERING 


NE 


4 


d 


243 a 


e? ere 
Ca 


| 
1 
~ 


SE 

72 FH 

ОИ 
+ 


(SI 
AG 


HERE'S 
YOUR 
VOTING 
BALLOT. 


WAS 
OCTOBER. 


AND THE 
FIRST DAY 
OF THE 

LIVE D 
PERFOR- d 
MANCE 
ROUND 


FRIENDS, P 


SHIZU- 
зам... 


bass and 
vocals 


I TOLD 
YOU ABOUT 
UENOYAMA 

BEFORE, 
| REMEMBER? 


UENOYAMA, 


--ВОУ- 
FRIEND? 


YEAH. 
THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME 


YOU'VE MET, 
RIGHT, 
SHIZU? 


I GUESS 
you DON'T 
REMEMBER? 


BUT 
WE'VE 
BUMPED 
INTO 
HIRAGI 
BEFORE. 


WHAT'RE 
you 
DOING 


YEAH, HE'S 7 TR, Å venne 
LIKE тие | ФА STUDENTS, SO 


OF COURSE 
YOU'RE OVER- 


COUNTDOWN 
FEST GIVES 
AMATEURS 
A CHANCE 

BY ALLOWING 
THEM TO 
COMPETE 
IN... 


---THE 
COLINTPOWN 
FEST 
AMATEUR 
CONTEST 
(cac), 
WHICH 
12 HELD 
BEFORE 
THE MAIN 
FESTIVAL. 


THE BANDS 
WILL ALL 
PLAY TODAY 
AND 
TOMORROW, 
ANP BASED 
ON THE 
TUPGING 
RESLILTS 
WILL EITHER 


| GET THE NOP 


OR GET 
SHOWN 
THE DOOR. 


THE FIRST 
ROUND 


OF 
AUDITIONS 
ISA 
SCREENING 
OF 


(|| APPLICATION 


MATERIALS. |® 


IX 


IT IN AN 

IN ACTUAL CLUB 
INSTEAD OF 
SOME KIND 
OF SPECIAL 


US TOO, BUT 
THE VIBE IS 
MORE LIKE 
PLAYING AT 
A NORMAL 
SHOW THAN 
I THOUGHT 
IT'D BE. 


DO THAT 
KIND OF 
THING TOO, 


APPAR- 
ENTLY 


у at ---Т SORT 
TODAY OF IMAGINED 
THEY'RE IT'D BE 
GONNA GO LIKE ONE / 
WITH АМ ОР THOSE / 
AUDIENCE REALITY TV 
SHOWS. 


THAT'S HOW 
THE VOTES 
ARE TAKEN, 
AND IT SOUNDS 
LIKE THEY 
CALCULATE 
THE RESULTS 


THREE OF 
YOU HAVING 
THE EXACT 
SAME 
REACTION AT 
THE EXACT 
SAME TIME 
19 KINDA 
CREEPY. 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN IN THIS 
KIND OF 
COMPETITION 
BEFORE, 
UENOYAMA? 


SEE THE 
BALLOTS 
EVERYONE 
GOT WHEN 
THEY 
CAME IN? 


TELL ME 
HOW THE 
ACOUSTICS 
ARE 


TO THIS ТАУ, 
I DON'T KNOW 
WHERE HE 
\ GETS ALL THAT 
CONFIDENCE 


BARELY. 
CUT IT 
A LITTLE 
CLOSE 
THERE... 


AND NON, 
THE FIRST 
DAY OF 
ROUND 
THREE... 


AKIHIKO 


Шығ ANY ---STAYED 


: OVER 
N 


\ 


BUT 


WHEN I 
WOKE UP 
THIS 
MORNING, 
HE WAS 
GONE. 
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given 


given 


I JUST 
DROPPED 
ву... 


--TO 
PICK UP 
SOME 
CLOTHES. 


THE WAY, 
THIS PLACE 
HAS 


BECOME 
A ӨТУ 
SINCE I 
LEFT. 


FOR THE 
LONGEST 


LATELY, 
PLAYING 
MUSIC 
HAS 
STARTED 
TO FEEL 
GOOD 
AGAIN. 


THOUGHT 
THAT WAS 
THE ONLY 
THING I 
COULD 
РО... 


-- CAUSE 
you 
WERE 
ALL I 
HAD. 


I STARTED 
PLAYING 
THE DRUMS 
ALMOST AS 
A WAY TO 
GET BACK 
AT YOU. 
OR MORE 
LIKE I 
ESCAPED 
INTO 


IS WHAT 
I WANTED 
SINCE ТУ 
FASSION 
FOR MUSIC 
WAS FADING. 


BUT... 


AND 
THEN. 


-- YOU 
SUDDENLY 
TOLD а 
ME YOU 
WANTED T 
BREAK (4 


I FIGURED 
IT WOULD 
BE EASIER 
THAN 
CLASSICAL 
MUSIC. 
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DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
MUSIC. 


HARUKI! 


I SAID, 


ARE YOU x YOU WANT 
| WORRIED? ME TO 

TOSS YOUR 
CUP OUT? 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
MUCH 

AT ALL, 
BUT... 


AND I'M 
GUESSING 
THAT'S 
BECALISE 


---YOU'RE 
STILL 
IN LOVE 
WITH HIM, 
RIGHT? 


AKIHIKO'S 
JUST... 


CRASH- 
ING WITH 
ME FOR 
A LITTLE 


NO? 
I JUST 
HAD A 

FEELING 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
BETWEEN 
us. 


BESIDES 


REALLY? 
ARE YOU 
SURE? 


ёге! рсе they 
penina? 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE THESE 
FEELINGS OF 
LOVE JUST 
SUDDENLY 
\ DISAPPEARED 


ТНЕКЕ?5 
NOTHING 


ВУ 
OFFERING 
FINALLY TO HELP. 
WOULD нт... 


MAYBE HE BY BEGGING: 
WOULD HIM TO RELY 
LET ON ME i 
HIMSELF FOR REAL... 
DEPEND та 
ON ME. 1 


Ee 
деде тері 7 — = эв 


„Кола Рай, т. 


Elevator Кооп 


WELCOME 
BACK. 


DID you 
FORGET 
YOUR 
KEY? 


HONESTLY, 
I'M STILL 
MAD AT YOU 
FOR DISAP- 
PEARING. 
BUT BEFORE 
I DEAL 
WITH ІТ... 


COULD 
YOU 
GIVE UP 
THE 
VIOLINZI 


У, 


Damn 
lighters 


not 
working. 


ALL THE 
BANDS... 


THEY 
WERE 
GREAT... 


HIRAGI 
WAS 
REALLY 
GOOD 


I STILL 
THINK HE'S 
A DICK, 
BUTI 
GOTTA ADMIT 


YOU GET 


\ NERVOUS А 
` 2۷ [7 


BEEN 
WONDERING 


FINALLY 
WANT 

SOME- 

THING... 


THE 
PEOPLE 
HEARING 
OUR MUSIC 
TO UNDER- 
STAND. 
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YOU'VE 
CHANGED. 


C'MERE. 


YOU'RE 
THE 
COOLEST 


NO 
THANKS 
NEEDED. 


given 


YESTER- 


---I TOLD 
HIM THAT 
I WANTED 
TO LEAVE 
AND TRY 
TO MAKE... 


HOW 
COULD 
YOU GIVE 
UP THE 
VIOLIN2!?? 


THAT 
WAS HIS 
IMMEDIATE 
REACTION. 


C 
27 
C h aller 


AT THAT |С 
MOMENT 


зн 
COULDN'T 
THINK OF 
ANYTHING 
TO SAX 


==" 


гага? 
\ STILL 
COULDN'T 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
HALF- 
ASSED 
THINKING 
WAS THAT? 


FEELINGS. 


ў 
ا‎ 入 
ZS 
i 


DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
SONG. 


WHAT 

IS HE 
DOING? 
HE'S JUST | 
STANDING 


HE'S 
NOT EVEN 
WAITING 
FOR THE 
INTRO. 


> 


TIL 


RIGHT 
FROM THE 


59 
428 
WON 
Tay 

WE 


STAR 


Ir | 
JUST 
LIKES: 


CONNECT. 


BECALISE 


I FELT 
LIKE 
I WAS 
MOVING 
AWAY 
FROM THE 
SEASON 
YOU 
WERE IN, 


---THE 
FIRST 
TIME... 


E 

HEARD 

UGETSU 
PLAY. 
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WHEN 

DID І 

START 
HATING 
MUSIC? 


THOUGH I 
REMEMBER 
SHIVERING 
WITH AWE 
LIKE I 
AM МОРЕ... 


RIGHT... 


--THAT 
PREDICTION 
l: 


SS HIM 
COMING EVOLVE. 


O 
EVEN 2.2 
THOUGH Б 1] со || 


DAWN 
WILL 
INEVITABLY 
BREAK. 


---AKIHIKO 


BUT NO DOESN2T 
MATTER / = СОМЕ 
HOW ! ) 2 BACK? 
MUCH = Irs 
I THINK 22) SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT, THAT... 
І САМТ 
REALLY vu 
PICTURE САТ у 
STOP 2 
2 THINKING 
> OF. 


HELL 
SHOW UP 
TOMORROW... 

OR MAYBE 
HE WON?T. 


I KEEP 
OBSESSING 
OVER 
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--І DON’T 
WANT 
EVERYTHING 
THAT WE'VE 


---WERE 
LEFT 
BEHIND... 


EVEN IF 
WE MOVE 
FURTHER 

AND 
FURTHER 
APART... 


IN THE 


END, NO 
MATTER 
WHAT 
HAPPENS 


EVEN IF 
WE CAN?T 
GO BACK 

TO THE WAY 

THINGS 
WERE... 


I HOPE 

THAT AT 

LEAST 
THE MUSIC 
REMAINS. 


EVEN SO, 
MORNING 
WILL 
INEVITABLY 
COME. 


GO AS 
FAR AS 
WE WANT. 


Sch 
ħal 
sun 
SAR 


Шы 


2 


GIVE ME THE 

BREAKUP 
SPEECH, 
RIGHT? 


NW you pip 
۲ WELL ON 
DRUMS 
TONIGHT. 


LISTEN 
TO ME! 


I 
REALLY 
DO LOVE 
THE 
VIOLIN. 


I'VE PUT 
INTO THE 
VIOLIN 
UP TILL 
NOW... 


РМ 
р 


THIS 
DEFINITELY 
SOUNDS 
LIKE A 
BREAKUP 
SPEECH... 


A 
A 


МУ 


IM 
SORRY... 


ALL THE 
TIMES... 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
EVERY- 
THING! 


AKIHIKO. 


chapter 28 


given 


“ЭГЧ 
„M 


IN THE 
END 


WE DIDN'T 
MAKE 
THE CUT. 


I WASNT 
REALLY 
EXPECTING 
LIG TO WIN, 
BLIT SOMEHOW 
I DIDN'T THINK 
WE WERE 
GOING TO 


J E THOLIGH 
IT WAS 
EXTREMELY 
А FEW FRUSTRATING 
DAYS ---ОМ THE NOT TO 
LATER, UPSIDE, MAKE THE 
AKIHIKO OUR SELECTION 
MOVED PERFOR- FOR THE 
MANCE FESTIVAL... 


BROLIGHT 
LIG A 
LOT OF 
ATTENTION. 


THANKS 


WHEN HE RESPONDED ТО ME IN THAT WAX. 


-..I REALIZED THAT SOMETHING 
DEEP INSIDE OF HIM HAD CHANGER 


AFTER 
THAT, 
AKIHIKO 
SPENT 
ALOT 
OF TIME 
HE 
IN THE 
STARTED STUDIO. 


---HE 
BEGAN 
ATTENDING 


ARO г? TA 


I DID A 


PLAYING WITH 


NUMBER GIVEN AND 
OF LIVE AS BACKUP IN 
SHOWS. МУ EX'S BAND 


LUCKY 
SON 
ОБА 

BITCH... 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
ACTING KIND 


BEFORE 
WE 
KNEW IT 


ARRIVED 


AKIHIKO... 
... PARTICIPATED 
IN A VIOLIN 
COMPETITION. 


UNTIL 
MAFUYU 


CONCERT. 


THOUGHT... 


---THAT 
AKIHIKO 
DIDN'T HAVE 
THAT KIND 
OF RAW, 
TURBULENT 
FASSION 
WITHIN HIM. 


PRETENDING I 
WAS FEELING ILL, 
I LEFT AS SOON 
AS THE EVENT 
FINIGHED AND 
JUMPED ON A 
TRAIN WITHOUT 
EVEN GOING 
TO SAY HI TO 
AKIHIKO. 


1 


Ni 


COMPETITION 
THAT PAX... 


«MAS 
ORAN 
ME 
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FOR 
AKIHIKO 
WERE 
STILL 
SMOLDER- 
ING... 


HE 
was 
GOING 
AFTER 
MURATA. 


WHEN | 
HE SAID HE 
WAS IN 
LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE. 


IN THE 
CONCERT 
HALL, 
LISTENING 
TO Him 
PLAY THE 
VIOLIN 
WITH THAT 
UNEXPECTED 
FASSION, 
I KEPT 
WONDERING 
WHAT— 
OR WHO— 
HAD 
CHANGED 
HIM. 
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I KNEW 
THAT WHEN 
AKIHIKO — 
RAN OUT THE 
NIGHT OF OUR 
PERFORMANCE... 


SOMETHING 
IN AKIHIKO 
CHANGED 

THAT NIGHT. 


---AND I WAS 
TERRIFIED 
THAT THERE 
WAS 
ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING I 
COULD DO 
WITH THEM. 


d 


با 
Au‏ 


ти 
APOLOGIZE 
TO MAFUYU 
TOMORROW. 
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IF you 
WERE GONNA 
COME, YOU 
SHOULDA 
TOLD MEI! 


PLAYING AND 
ALMOST 
CALLED OUT 
To youl! 


TOTALLY 
EMBARRASSED 
HAVIN’ YOU 
SEE ME 


WELL, 
THANKS A LOT! 
ANYWAY, 
YOU FEELIN’ 


RESULT? 


T 
E 
x 
I 
Q 
i 


PLACE. 


UM... 


š 
Ш 
On 
og 
2 
ES 
9 


NOTHIN' 
MUCH 


LATED 
FOR... 


É 
3 
в 
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1 


LISTEN... 
I 


BROKE 
ыр... 


I GOT 


IN TOUCH 
WITH MY SUDDENLY 
PARENTS MOVED OUT 
AND OF MY 
BEGGED PLACE, I 
THEM FOR THOUGHT— 


MONEY. 


THAT'S 
WHEN You 
SUDDENLY 
THREW 
YOURSELF 
INTO THE 
BEEORE VIOLIN... 
THEN... д 


RUNNING 
AWAY 
FROM 
IT. 


AND THAT'S 
WHEN You 
SUDDENLY 
STARTED ACTING 
DISTANT 
TOWARDS 


IT'S LIKE 
you KEPT 
CHANGING 


IT's OUT OF 
NOWHERE! 
BECALISE I FEEL LIKE 
I DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHO 


YOU ARE 
ANY— 


CHANGED 
THE WAY 
I WAS 

LIVIN’... 


---6 
BECAUSE 
I WANNA 
BECOME 
THE KIND 
OF MAN 
| you 
DESERVE, 
DAMN IT! 


SCREWED 
Op JI 


WHY 
ARE YOUR 
HANDS 
TREMBLING? 


---YEAH. 


PLEASE 
GO OUT 
WITH ME. 


r 
PONT 
WANNA 
HURT 
YOU 
ANYMORE. 


---AND 
SELFISH. 


DAMN... 
1 
JUMPED 
THE GUN... 


ь 
I 
но 
< 


HURT 
you 
AGAIN... 


$0 LET 


IT'S LIKE 
MAFUYLS 
SONG 
WAS 
MAGIC. 


TAT ID HAPPENED 


ГОР 


A 
SIMPLE 
LOVE 
STORY 
BEGAN. 


To Be Continued... 


given 


Bonus Story | Emergence 


201 


AND YET ` 
WE KEPT * 
HURTING 
BACH 

- "OTHER, 

5. OVER AND 
>: OVER 
- * AGAIN. 
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р 
THOUGHT 
THAT I 
HATED 
MUSIC. 


| | “Ir : 
4 STARTED 
| ENJOYING 

IT AGAIN. 


204 


TEL BE 
BACK 
SOON... 
TLL 
APOLOGIZE 
TO HIM. 


TEL 
TELL HIM 
THAT I 
LOVE HIM. 


Emergence—End 


given 


Musicians have 
differing opinions(?) 
about shoulder rests. 

Ugetsu doesn't use one. — 


This is because he likes 
to feel the response from 
the instrument. It has 
absolutely nothing to 
Z дом" те taking 
artistic shortcuts... 


ЗӨ With shoulder rest 
Without shoulder rest ØY 


ЧИЈИ 


| don't use 
one either. 


WELL, |F 
I DON'T 
PRACTICE 
A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT, 
T'LL GET 
RUSTY. 


ANDI 


The violin performance DO HAVE 


on the drama CD 
was recorded live. 


At the recording, the violinist, Ms. 
Aoshima, graciously allowed me to 
observe her for research purposes. 
She even brought out a bunch of 
broken bowstrings from the studio! ! 


5-5-5-бо cool!!! 
Inspiration for this panel. ---> 


Apparently you can 
rehair violin bows. 


ASSIGNED 
MUSIC TO 
COMPLETE. 


TOTALLY : | MY DEAL 15 
DIFFERENT “MASTER THE 
FROM MINIMUM 


PEOPLE REQUIRE- 
WHO ARE 


REALLY \ N 
SERIOUS N 
ABOUT IT. : 


I show Kaji picking up broken strings... 


Correction : 2 


About a character 
profile from volume 1 


In the first version of 
this page, I called these 
“teardrop” picks, but 
later I corrected it to 
“triangle” picks. 


Triangle Teardrop 


Can use all Can use only 
three edges one edge 


Special Thanks for Everything 


Editor-in-chief, Ayaka, Matsushita, Tamura 
My assistant Eri Hayashi 
3D modeling production Rin 


For research cooperation Сб Shu Nie, Yama-san (WHITE ASH), Sachiyo Aoshima 
@co_shu_nie @sotto_yamasan @Sachiyo_violin 


for material cooperation Yoneji, Fujioka, Daisuke, Ko 
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My editor Matsumoto 
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